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ask the experts

F riends or family who 
have experienced their 
own relationship break-

down will try to offer advice but 
each case is different and your 
particular circumstances may be 
different from those offering you 
advice.

When you have made the 
decision that you can no longer 
live with your partner, what are 
your options? 

Initially, you and your part-
ner may decide to just live 
separately. You may have 
reached an agreement regarding 
who is to pay for the mortgage 
or rent and the other utility bills. 
You may also have agreed 
arrangements for any children 

you have. This arrangement can 
continue for so long as you both 
wish.

The second option is to 
formally recognise what you 
and your partner have agreed 
regarding arrangements for any 
children and finances in a 
Separation Agreement. You 
would need to instruct your 
own solicitor to advise you on 
the formalities of such an agree-
ment and to prepare the 
Separation Agreement.

The third option is a divorce 
or a civil partnership dissolution 
for same sex relationships. You 
may have decided that you do 
not want a period of separation 
or you may just decide to delay 

until after a period of separa-
tion. Before you can issue 
proceedings, you must have 
been married or in a civil part-
nership for 12 months. It usually 
takes five months to dissolve it. 
In divorce cases, if you are the 
Petitioner you may be advised 
by your solicitor to delay apply-
ing for the Decree Absolute 
until the financial issues of the 
marriage are resolved. It is the 
financial matters which usually 
hold up proceedings not the 
formalities of the divorce itself. 

In the early stages of separa-
tion, you may be advised by your 
solicitor that Mediation is appro-
priate. An impartial mediator 
offers guidance and assistance to 

separating couples on issues of 
finance, children and even 
divorce. Once an agreement has 
been reached then both couples 
need to consult their solicitors on 
the legal formalities of the agree-
ment itself.

Whatever you decide, when 
facing the prospect of separa-
tion from your partner, it is 
always advisable to consult a 
solicitor who specialises in 
family matters and can advise 
and assist you.

For more information and advice 
on family matters, contact 
FitzPatricks solicitors,  
tel: 01444 870123,
www.fitzpatricks-law.co.uk

All too often when relationships break down one, or both, of you is left wondering which way to 
turn, where to go for the best advice and what to do. 

Is your relationship falling apart?
by Karen Lloyd, FitzPatricks solicitors

FitzPatricks
S O L I C I T O R S

Legal Services – for family,
business and charities

Up to the minute 
conveyancing reports 
online

SERVICES FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY

•  Property Moves and Remortgages

•  Wills, Trusts and Probate

•  Elderly Clients

•  Divorce and Separation

•  Children Disputes

•  Employment Disputes

•  Court Claims

•  Free Client Parking

•  Home Visits

SERVICES FOR BUSINESSES 
AND CHARITIES

•  Business Start-Ups and Formations

•  Commercial Agreements

•  Sales Conditions

•  Commercial Property

•  Directors Disputes

•  Employment and Service Contracts

Tel: 01444 870 123
www.fi tzpatricks-law.co.uk

Fax: 01444 870 116
E-mail: fi tz@fi tzpatricks-law.co.uk

Meeds House, 70 Station Road, Burgess Hill
West Sussex RH15 9EN
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Consulting Surveyors and Valuers

83 High Street, Hurstpierpoint 
West Sussex BN6 9RE

Tel: (01273) 835888 Fax: (01273) 833388
Email: chris.basley@btconnect.com

FRICS IRRV

•  Building Surveys and 
Specifi cations

•  Home Buyers Reports
•  Valuations for all purposes

•  Lease Renewals and 
Dilapidations

•  Rent Reviews
•  Insurance Loss Assessors
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